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Dark brown folding chairs 

are for sale at $5.00 each. 

From the Fellowship Hall.  

See Matt Heinlein for details. 

Trinity Tidings 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church ELCA 

Catch your breath and refresh during a busy season 

Advent Services  

12:05 p.m.  Wednesdays 

Soup and dessert following 

 

Wednesday Evenings 

Simple Supper  

5:30 p.m.- 6:20 p.m.    

Service of Evening Prayer-6:30 

What Sweeter Music, December 11 at 7 pm 

Join Trinityôs Chancel Choir and friends on Sunday De-

cember 11th at 7:00 pm as they present What Sweeter Music 

a service of readings and carols for the Advent/Christmas 

season. The concert will feature hymns and carols both fa-

miliar and new including a setting of Carl Dawôs poignant 

text When Godôs Time Had Ripened by Alfred Fedak and a 

setting of the traditional carol Away in a Manger by com-

poser/conductor Mack Wilberg. The concert will offer sev-

eral opportunities for congregational singing of carols as 

well. This concert is free and open to the public. Following 

the concert we will conclude the day with Trinityôs month-

ly service of Compline (night prayer). For more information, contact Christo-

pher Dent, Director of Music at 614.208.6778 or dent.50@osu.edu. 

 

Inphonet Message 

  

One of the best ways for Pastor Peterson to communicate with each member of Trinity 

Lutheran is via the weekly "Inphonet" message. The "Inphonet" is a program Trinity 

uses to automatically send a recorded weekly message (normally on Saturday) to each 

member of the congregation via their home phone.  The message is a short two minute 

update on upcoming activities at Trinity Lutheran Church. Pastor Peterson stated 

"There's nothing more important than to communicate a greeting, devotional message, 

and invitation to worship."  

  

If you are not currently receiving Trinity's "Inphonet" messages and would like to be 

added to the list of members receiving "Inphonet" - please notify Mary Reed-Farris in 

the church office - You will need to inform Mary, you would like to be added to the 

"Inphonet" weekly message - please provide your name and phone number - To be 

added to "Inphonet" or for questions and/or concerns, please contact Mary Reed-Farris 

by phone (224-6818) or e-mail (office@oldtrinity.com). 

{ŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǘŜΥ   

¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅϥǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ-ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 
hƴŜ-Řŀȅ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ нуΣ ŀǘ 
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http://us.mc1603.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=office@oldtrinity.com
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The Latest from Pastor Peterson 

Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill made low; the uneven ground shall become level, 

and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it  

together.  (Is. 40:4-5a/ Luke 3:5-6) 

 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

  

 My biological brother and sister lived in Austin, Texas for a number of years.  Once upon a time 

Austin was a quirky place, a do-it-yourself project of taco huts, tie-dye T-shirts, dusty pickup trucks, and  

accordion music.  It was where the South, West, Latin America, and nerds-ville met, equal parts cowboy, 

conjunto, Dixie, and hippie.    

Then things began to change.  The town grew and prospered financially, and as it did it began to lose 

its oddness.  Porsches replaced pickups, high class replaced homemade, the previously punk now pranced in 

pinstripes.  While many enjoyed the new-found prosperity, some, like my brother, regretted it.  He felt the 

place was losing its flavor, becoming bland, banal, predictable, too safe, and homogeneous.  In those days he 

wore a T-shirt which read ñKeep Austin Weird!ò 

 

The Word of God urges: ñStay Weird, Church!ò  And Advent is our most blessedly strange time.   

We begin the year a month ahead of the rest of the world.  But we start a month behind everybody else.  For 

everybody else is playing Christmas music and busily shopping these days, but, we wait until Christmas Eve 

to sing those beloved carols, and in the meantime we sing of quietly waiting and preparing ourselves for the 

birth of the coming king.  Instead of many purchases and much partying, we watch and wait and meditate.  

Weird. 

 

What a strange king we wait for!  He is not the son of a powerful queen, but of a poor unmarried girl.  

His coming is heralded not by some slick PR guy, but by a homeless preacher living on the land along the 

river. This king is born not in a palace nor in a university hospital, but in a shack out back with the stinky 

critters.  His power will not be in money nor in armies, but in word and in spirit and in truth.  Weird. 

How strange to follow this king!  He promises not to give us this world, but to usher in the end of it.  

He calls his followers not to rise up to take control but to deny themselves, not to put others under our feet, 

but to find joy and life and power in emptying ourselves and lifting up others.  Weird. 

 

Weird can be good, sisters and brothers.  For that which is good, and true, and right, and blessed is 

weird when placed in the midst of that which is broken, and untrue, and wrong, and selfish.  Living in the 

strange Spirit of God, you and I become the weirdness of Christ in the midst of the banality of this broken 

world, living in light in spite of surrounding darkness, proclaiming joy in the mist of depression, sharing 

hope in the midst of despair and selfishness.  What a gift this weirdness is! 

Stay weird, sisters and brothers.  Christ is coming soon! 

 

+Peace+ 

 

Pastor Chuck 



DECEMBER TRINITY TIDINGS 

 

2011-2012 Church Council Executive Board  

President Jason McKitrick  

Vice-President Greg Brandt    

Secretary LeNan Empey  

Treasurer Larry Faelchle  

Ministry Teams  

Community Ministry Mary Roberts  

Congregational Life Dorothy Bazell  

Evangelism & Communication Dwight Garner  

Finance TBD   

Property Matt Heinlein  

Spiritual Formation Ministry Rachel Hammer  

Worship Neal Coryell  

Members-at Large David Huskey Arlene Dykeman 
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BUDGET MEETINGS SET 

 

It is time for turkey, pumpkin pie, some bad weather, and 

for us to approve our 2012 budget.  Council has been 

working very hard to approve a balanced budget for next 

year and once it is approved it will be your turn to vote.  

 To approve the budget for next year, a Congregational 

Meeting has been scheduled for December 11th after the 

service.  Please pick up a draft budget for you review pri-

or to the meeting.   

Also, to help answer questions about the budget, a town 

hall has been scheduled for December 4th after the        

service.  Please come to the town hall with any questions.  

We will also provide an explanation of the differences 

between the budget last year and the draft budget for 

2012. 

 

Please plan on attending the town hall on December 4th 

and the Congregational Meeting on December 11th to   

approve the budget. 

 

Thanks, 

Jason McKitrick 

Movie Night Returns In January  

 

Trinity family and friends will 

again chase away the winter 

blahs with the return of Movie 

Night, a monthly evening of 

warm food, warm fellowship 

and a movie. Movie Nights are 

being planned as follows:  

 

Saturday, January 14, light supper at 6:00 with 

movie - The Hiding Place - to follow.  

 

Sunday, February 12, light supper at 6:00 with 

movie TBD to follow.  

 

Sunday, March 11, light supper at 6:00 with 

movie TBD to follow.  

 

Please remember that Trinity's monthly service 

of Compline will be held following the Sunday 

evening movies.  

 

The Adult Forum group will discuss the movies 

Sundays following their showing at 9 a.m. in 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POINSETTIAS to beautify the altar 

for Christmas may be ordered, before 

and after church in the Lower Lobby 

starting December 4. Poinsettias may be 

placed In honor of or in memory of 

loved ones at a cost of $6.00 per plant.  

Please place your order with Amanda 

Greiner or call the church at 224-6818. 
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Communications/Evangelism Team 
   

There was a discussion around what the churchôs 

ñneighborhoodò is and whether or not we are a neigh-

borhood church or a church for the whole         commu-

nity. 

  

Rachel reported that the Print Sub-Committee would 

meet with Mary Reed-Farris to discuss some items. 

There was already one meeting that resulted in some 

changes to the Happenings. Those changes were        

discussed as part of the meeting. 

  

The committee discussed the budget that will be sent to 

the Finance Committee. 

  

The committee discussed the advantages or                

disadvantages of the church being a member of the 

neighborhood associations. 

  

The Evangelism Sub-Committee met on Sunday Oct 23 

after church. They discussed the Visitor Packets, New 

Member Packets, and the many activities that the      

committee participated in.  The Evangelism              Sub

-Committee noted what neighborhood organizations 

that Trinity belongs to. They recommended that the 

church join the Schumacher Place Community           

Association in 2012. 

  

Members of the committee were asked to bring logo 

ideas to the next meeting.  Next Meeting is November 

22nd, at 6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

Community Ministry Team had their 

meeting 10-27-2011. Present were: Greg 

Brandt, Neal Coryell, Pastor Peterson, 

Tiffany (BREAD), Beth Fraley, Kathy 

(Mid-Ohio Workers Association) and 

Mary Roberts. 

 
Tiffany gave an overview of the organi-

zation BREAD. On 11-14-2011 is their 

annual meeting where they choose a new 

issue to work on. Discussion in regards 

to Trinity participating in their organiza-

tion took place. No final decision has 

been made. Tiffany received a few Trini-

ty member names from Pastor Peterson 

to see if they are willing to be active 

members of BREAD. 

 
Kathy from Mid-Ohio Workers Associa-

tion did a brief presentation of her       

organization. Beth Fraley has been     

volunteering for them as a medical      

advocate and she would like for Trinity 

to become more involved in their        

organization. Pastor Peterson gave Kathy 

permission to participate in temple talk 

and have a display during Advent season 

12-4-2011.  
Neal reported that 24 Trinity members 

walked this year during CROP walk and 

around $1,082.97 were collected for 

CROP. 
Since the fourth Wednesday will fall the 

day before Thanksgiving the team agreed 

to meet the 5th Tuesday 11-29-11 at 6PM 

in the Fellowship hall for their regular 

Community Ministry Meeting. 

The Dec 2011 lessons for the Sunday Adult Bible 

Studies class in Room 108, 9:00 to 10:00  A.M. are 

God Establishes a Faithful People (Genesis, Exodus, 

Luke and Galatians) by Margaret Krych.   

 

The Wed Bible Study class in the lounge 7:00 to 9:00 

P.M. for Dec are New Testament Books James,    1&2 

Peter, 1,2 &3 John. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS                 

SMORGASBORD  WILL BE 

HELD THIS YEAR ON        

SUNDAY DECEMBER 18TH      

IMMEDIATELY AFTER the 10:00 Service.  

There will be a signup sheet in the lower lobby  

Starting Sunday, 30th. Please plan to come and 

bring a dish to share.  Fried chicken, coffee and 

table service will be provided. We do need a count 

so we will have enough chicken to share. 


